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Let’s consider another instance: A certain wife is suspicious of her husband because he is walking about
pale and listless. She immediately concludes that this means that he no longer loves her. In reality, her husband
is suffering from stomach problems because he ate too much of her home-made Polish kielbasa.

His wife runs to the fortune teller and tells her that little story. The crooked fortune teller throws suspicion
on the wife’s sister, her brother, on her father or mother or friend and the young wife believes her. This is the
beginning of her warfare at home. Bits and pieces, misunderstood words, suspicions, arguments, physical
violence, courts, separations and divorce!

Do you see how faith in fortune telling is repaid? Near Buffalo there is an aristocratic public shed. Here
they foretell the temporal and the eternal future of their guests by reading tea leaves. Since this is the favorite
meeting place for young people who are in that very romantic and impressionable age, this cheater goes full
speed ahead and her monetary harvest is very great! The first to go in is the false friend of the customer. She
gives the fortune teller a full report on her partner who will be coming in next. She tells her everything her
partner desires so that the fortune teller would know exactly what to say and before she leaves, she gives the
fortune teller a five dollar tip!

You can surely guess the rest of that story! Then think about it! In spite of such evident fraud and open
deceit, our young people believe in these, what they consider miraculous predictions! And in the end — they pay
for it!

What do stars and planets have to do with the good or bad fortune of human beings? This is something
beyond human understanding! All of you who believe in astrology, why don’t you now go up on the roof of
your house, look at the sky that is teeming with stars and you ask them what they have to say to you? Those
unreasoning lights will tell you, not in a whisper, but in loud song, “Believe in the God Who created you, us and
everything else! Your fate is in God’s hands and yours! Your future depends upon you and God not on us!”
The world refers to the Middle ages as an age of darkness, backwardness and error! How then will it classify
the twentieth century when people stubbornly place their faith in senseless and lifeless creatures? What sort of
cognomen or nickname do people who are endowed with intelligence and free will deserve, who tie their fate to
the fates of blind nature?

Let me yet refer to faith in dreams. People buy for themselves so-called dream books and they interpret the
meanings of dreams, letters, figures, numbers — and God knows what else! A dog howls and already the
neighbor is insisting that someone is going to die! For Goodness sake — people die whether dogs howl or not!
The clock stops or perhaps something within it broke or it may not have been winded and the little grandma
continues to prophesy. A child sneezes and the mother insists that it is a sign of future wealth. People have
been sneezing since the time of Adam and Eve — and they will continue sneezing until the end of the world —
and look about and see how many poor people there are in the world! Yet there are people who justify all of
these kinds of predictions! Nevertheless, our Polish elite have gone a few steps farther. To those fallacies and
superstitions of the simple folk, they have begun to dabble in spiritism, hypnotism and tens of other “isms™!

Our intelligent men and women have no time to say their daily prayers and their health and work do not
allow them to attend services in church while their intelligence and honor keeps them from Confession, yet —
they have the time, the health and so much naivette to spend hours watching stools spinning in the air and the
calling forth of some sort of spirits that are not really spirits and in engaging in games for the stupid and crazy
people! They run away from God, they avoid church, they throw away their faith but they hurry to these false,
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hypocritical and shrewd tricksters and believe totally in their fraudulent tricks! This is not only ironic — but it is
very tragic!

My dear Polish people! Believe and have faith in the true God! Keep in your heart, on your lips and in
your daily life that Catholic faith which is Christ’s faith! Put you belief in God, in Divine Providence and in
your own abilities! You need this and this is enough for you. Remember the warning given by God and
inscribed in the Book of Repetition of the Law: “Let there not be found among you anyone who secks advice
from sorcerers and believes in dreams and fortune telling. Let there be among you no witch-doctors or
sorcerers or anyone who seeks advice from the dead. These are all practices that are detestable to the Lord and
the Lord will exterminate them when He comes!”
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March 20, 1938
I greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

The United States takes great pride in its education, progress and prosperity. They try to convince all of us
that there is no other civilization superior to theirs! Here, everything is not only good, but it is the best! They
point out to us their schools and universities and their thousands upon thousands of students. They quote for us
the numbers that ascertain that we have the most automobiles, radios, bath tubs and tooth brushes! In our
country, we have the greatest number of people who travel by train or airplane. We also have the most speedy
and stream-lined trains!

Despite all of the above, we still have here in our country people who can neither read nor write and of
these there are more than four and a half million in America. We have among us nine million people who are
out of work; we are up to our ears in the number of poor and neglected people. We, here in the U.S. have the
most Homes of the Good Shepherd, reform schools and various prisons which are occupied by an enormous
army of over a quarter of a million criminals. To this number, year after year, about seven hundred thousand
new criminals are added, for greater or smaller transgressions of the law and they have either a greater or a
smaller sentence. All the countries of Europe together do not spend as much money on prisons and prisoners as
does the United States. From 1914 until 1936, from the above mentioned number of prisoners, more than seven
hundred thousand of them were minors, that is under twenty-one years of age!

Even at this moment in which I am addressing you, according to the evidence given by the Director of one
of the Federal Offices there are over three and a half million of all kinds of criminals roaming the streets of our
towns and cities and twenty per cent of that group are still just young boys and girls. Look at these statistics
and stand in awe, or rather, look at them and despair at what has happened to our society despite all that
education, progress and civilization!

Despite the fact.that statistics show us that about 60 million people in the United States are affiliated to
some church, we have about three hundred various religious sects! From the sect that teaches that the human
soul after death returns to live in a cat or dog, to the sect whose members are called “Devil Worshippers™!
There is no other civilized country in which its people spend so much money on fortune tellers, spiritualists and
miracle healers as here in America. These unconscientious and clever tricksters swindle millions of dollars
every year from the pockets of those who are naive and gullible. Listen to this letter: “My mother didn’t go to
church because then she would have had to contribute to the collection, but every week she goes to some sort of
“divine healer” and pays him two dollars for his advice. We think that our mother is losing her senses. She
doesn’t want to converse with us but sits for hours at a time in silence, without moving and stares into space.
Father, please address this issue on your radio program because here in Chicago there are many Polish men and
women who attend such meetings and believe in fortune tellers!”

Therefore, without further ado, today’s talk is:
WHAT KIND OF FAITH IS THIS?

Human nature is a secret. Man is a bundle of contradictions and for that reason we are not capable of
understanding and explaining people’s conduct and behavior. They think in one way, talk in another way and
live in a totally different way! Some people insist that they do not believe in anything and yet they live
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according to the regulations of faith. Others claim that they believe and yet they run to magician’s tricks and
are attached to practices which are plainly forbidden by our Creator Himself!

Allow me to take you in your imagination a few thousand years back in history! Moses is kneeling and
listening on Mt. Sinai. God is telling him: “I will dwell in the midst of the sons of Israel and I will be their God
and they will know that I am their Lord and God Who delivered them from the land of Egypt. And God gave
Moses two stone tablets that were written on by the finger of God!” On the first tablet was written: “Thou shalt
not have strange gods before Me!”

Meanwhile, the Israelites were calling out to Aaron: Make us gods who will go before us!” Thus rebellious
people made for themselves a golden calf made from their melted golden jewelry. They bowed down before it,
presented their offerings to it, ate, drank and made merry. God in His anger cried out: “I see this is a stiff-
necked people. Leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and I will destroy them!”

I have never been able to grasp and even today cannot understand how man who refuses to believe God, so
willingly believes people who are like himself and normally are not honest, sincere or true. Or how some
people who seemingly believe in God, but publicly they look for happiness and help in prophets — healers —
fortune tellers and other medicine men! I cannot explain such strange views and weird beliefs of those who
want — “to hold on to the foot of Jesus with one hand while holding on the devil’s horn with the other!” One of
the famous French Franciscan preachers expressed himself thus, “This will always be an irrefutable truth that
when a man who was a believer becomes an unbeliever, he begins to be gullible!” He will not believe in our
Prophets and Apostles but he will believe in quacks. He throws off our religious practices, but becomes
involved in superstition; he will avoid going to God’s churches but will attend spiritists” meetings. You refused
to humble yourself before the true God, but you humble yourself before those who are human like yourself,
humbling yourself before charlatans, media and even before the Devil himself! Whatever you god is like — such
are those who worship him!”

I repeat that those who gave up their faith believe now in all kinds of superstitions. I care less that the
pagans also practice this. However, I care very much and I deplore the fact that our own people, believers and
Catholics seek advice from sooth-sayers and fortune tellers. They have them study their horoscopes in order to
learn if the stars are hostile or friendly to them. They attend the séances of spiritualists seeking advice and
medical help at some sort of “heavenly doctors™ and miracle workers who very cleverly and unscrupulously
take advantage of the naivette of our Polish men and women.

Considering how this ends, those who are superstitious lose their health and lose their money, also. They
become bankrupt morally, physically and financially. They pay a very heavy price for all their nonsense. Here
in Buffalo, two years ago, we had an entire series of very sad happenings due to fortune-telling.

First, there was a mother whose neighbor convinced her to visit a medicine-man. He frightened her terribly
by telling her the nonsense there were spirits roaming about in her house. Supposedly they were very inimical
towards her husband. This woman was scared out of her wits. She convinced her husband to also visit the
medicine-man in order to safeguard his health and safety. Frightened to death, her husband went to him and
gave this medicine man five hundred dollars. The threat of spirits holding sacks and bags of misfortune over his
head and the heads of his family bothered him day and night. Then it began to work on his nerves and on his
imagination. The poor man lost his appetite and couldn’t sleep. In order to help themselves, he and his wife
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made regular visits to the medicine man, paying him for every visit. His money in the bank was decreasing
while the spirits were increasing.

Finally, the medicine man demanded a great sum of money. The man fell into despair. From somewhere, he
got himself a revolver. He went to this trickster pretending that he was bringing him the money, but instead, he
shot him several times, leaving him dead.

He was arrested and put into a prison cell. While he was waiting for his trial to be scheduled, he hung
himself. A few months later, his wife lost her mind and she was confined to an insane asylum where she died
not too long ago. Their four children were placed by the city authorities in public institutions. These are the
sad and painful results of superstitious people.

My dear people hit yourselves with your fist in your hard Polish heads and explain to me how an ordinary
person can look beyond the curtain covering your future and foretell you what is going to happen to you and
what awaits you? What do stars have to do with your good fortune or misfortune? To whom did God give the
power to call out immortal souls to amuse other people? What kind of mortal man has the power of working
miraculous cures? Without thinking you run to the first witch who lights a candle, has you drink some type of
nasty-smelling mixture and mumbles over you some secret words: “ciri, cyt, cyt doggie, dog — and the sickness
vanishes” — or words like: “jum, jum, jem, anvil — and the sickness falls down into your belly!”

After these and such as these tricks and hoaxes, tere — fere — kukach an hum-bugs, you believe in the
miraculous power of this person who supposedly is curing you but can’t in any way either cure himself or bring
himself any kind of relief.

Maybe somebody shows up in your neighborhood who looks very strange, who seems to have just been
released from prison, or it seems he had just arisen from a coffin about two days ago. He seems so secret and
yet, at the same time, so impressive. He hangs out a plaque stating that he is a “Miracle Healer”! Even though
his name is inscribed in golden letters, it is probably a fake name that he assumed! He does this to make a
greater impression! Such Signor Banano, or Professor Krecipies or Senor Hot-Tamali, or Herr Kartofel, wraps
his head with a piece of a Turkish towel to make a turban, dons an old worn-out night gown, puts on his feet a
pair of some sort of crocheted slippers. Then he dons a pair of modern eye-glasses or else he sticks an English
monacle in his eye and thus he waits for customers! Behold this miracle healer — this prophet — this controller
of spirits — this comforter and savior of humanity!

Before long, some curious woman will visit him; then a few of her lady friends; then someone’s uncle or
brother-in-law. There is no collection and no payment. Everything is free — gratuitous — voluntary. The
pockets of these admirers start getting lighter and drier. The bank accounts of these frauds and quacks show
higher numbers and bigger sums! People praise him that he is a holy man for he tells them to pray and to go to
church!

1 will only say this much — For his own benefit and to gain souls, the devil himself will not only pose as the
church janitor and would use his tail to ring the church bells calling people to church, but the devil would even
be ready to dress himself in the chasuble!

People credit these frauds with the power of healing. Our old mothers also knew how to cure headaches
and stomach aches. They also knew what was effective for a cold and for injuries or cuts. They knew how to
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use a variety of various herbs, flowers, leaves and roots. All of these things, by their very nature have the
power of curing, mitigating and relieving pain. However, when you break your arm, leg or rib — go to one of
these quacks. If you crack your head open, will he relieve your pain, or can he reconnect your broken bones by
his own power and through the power of some sort of prayers, sighs and secret mumbling which in reality is not
worth anything? He can maybe wave his hand over you like a drunk standing at the corner of the street in town,
or maybe he can fall into a miraculous sleep and then writhe and twist like a naked man in thorns, but how does
any of this help you? Your broken leg will not grow together, your twisted arm will continue to pain you, your
ribs that were impaired will not straighten out! You yourself will continue to not only moan, but to cry and
maybe even to curse!

Just as I am writing these words, a Brother brings me a newspaper. I glance at it and I see an article — “The
gypsies predicted good luck for two women. These gullible women gave these gypsies 39 dollars so that they
would carry them to church and there bless them. One of these women was so happy with their promise of
multiplying her money, that she gave these gypsies two dresses. However, this promised fortune somehow did
not come to the above mentioned women, but probably by mistake went to the gypsies since the money, the
dresses, the gypsies — and even their faith in ‘good luck” — Everything somehow disappeared like smoke!

Everyone who attributes to a person or a thing some type of power greater than these persons or things have
of themselves from nature or from the prayer of the Church is superstitious and sins against the first
commandment of God! Here is a practical example:

Today they are sending out some kind of prayers that are being rewritten so many and so many times,
called “chain prayers”, with a threat of misfortune if someone does not continue this chain by sending it on.
Such prayers are not true piety but some crazy person’s invention — probably of some superstitious and
hysterical person who imagined this as being absolutely necessary for happiness and good fortune here and even
for eternal salvation! Don’t believe in anything like this! Throw all of these chain letters either into the fire or
into the rubbish!

There are others who are finding some sort of miraculous letters that promise to protect one from floods,
thunder storms, fires, etc. Some half-cracked person picked up such craziness, believed it and is spreading it.
That’s all that it is! This is what superstition may teach but the Church has never taught that and still doesn’t
teach that!

Years ago, our people used to believe that some misfortune would befall those who would meet an elderly
person in the morning, or a tinker, a chimney cleaner or a butcher. Seeing a black cat or a piece of rope was
also a bad omen. Signs of good luck were when a person’s palms were itchy, when one got out of bed in the
morning with the right direction or when one meets a hunch-back, a juvenile or a goblin.

Today’s generation, in spite of their proclaimed education and acclaimed progress has not forsaken these
truly old ladies’ beliefs. None other than Professor Tozzer has stated that about 75 per cent of the students at
Harvard University, along with a good number of their professors practice and believe in superstitious practices.
They carry with them a rabbit’s foot or tail which they believe will help them in their lessons and their exams.
Wouldn’t it be better if they wore in their buttonhole the claw of a bear or the ear of a donkey or the foot of a
polecat? At least that would show off the intelligence of these certain students! Others hide four-leaf clovers
for they believe that this treasure will protect them from misfortune! Why can’t a ton of hay or straw also
predict good fortune? Others carry on their person or keep a horseshoe on their desk for good luck! Why don’t
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they do this with an automobile tire? If they don’t want to use a tire from a good car, then at least use the tire
from an old Tin Lizzie? And these believers in such objects are the sons and daughters of the elite and the
cream of our country!

They are the ones who laugh at us because we wear a small crucifix, medal or scapular and carry a rosary!

We have people who insist that these following items are a source of bad luck: A two-dollar bill!
Everyone always avoids the number thirteen, because Judas was the thirteenth person when they all sat at table,
or there were thirteen steps that led to the hangman’s gallows. This superstition is so prevalent that there is no
seat marked ‘thirteen’ on any airline. On passenger ships, if there is a cabin numbered ‘13°. No guest wants to
ever sit in the thirteenth place at the table! There are also such people who have a greater faith in ‘thirteen’ than
they have in the Blessed Trinity. Truly, there is no end and no boundaries to peoples’ nonsense! Why don’t
three smokers use one and the same match? Because that is a sign of bad luck! Why does a woman worry
when she breaks a salt-shaker? Why does a girl cry when she breaks a mirror? Why does a man spit when he
sees the dog wad its tail although he knows that the tail cannot swing the dog and yet he considers it a sign of
bad luck? Today, even today, people will not step on a spider for they believe that brings bad luck and causes a
storm. One must place a finger on top of another finger in order to prevent a fever. One mustn’t hold a frog or
a wart will grow in you palm; one mustn’t sing in the morning for then there will be tears in the evening; one
must not tickle a child for it will cause the child to stutter. These are some of the piles of prejudices and
superstitions!

How difficult it is to believe in God and how difficult it is to believe in what the Church teaches and yet
how easily people believe other people and in what these people maintain! Truly, on the ruins and remnants of
Divine faith, people are building and setting up monuments of prejudice and superstition! No wonder that there
is a saying that stupid people are not planted; they are born automatically! That famous Barnum added, “And
one is born every minute!”

Let me add just a few words concerning sooth-saying or fortune telling. In order to foretell the future, some
fortune tellers use cards, some refer to the stars, some foretell your future by reading the lines on the palms of
your hands, while still others read your future in tea leaves! Soothsaying from cards is called fortune-telling
and the person doing it is a fortune-teller. First, second and third — all together — this is stupidity, deception and
thievery!

A woman wearing a skirt that is spread out by sawdust sits at a small table, takes out a deck of cards and
puts them out for Albert who is paying a certain amount of money in order to be deceived and robbed. Albert
stares like an ox at this woman and listens to what she says with piety and awe. Despite the fact that in Poland
Albert had run away from his wife and children, this two hundred pounds of humanity is telling him that he is a
first class bachelor and she foretells him a rosy future under the condition that he must not trust his neighbors
and he must not trust one or other of his friends, etc. As for Albert, his eyes glow and he is totally emotional
and thoroughly impressed. He doesn’t understand nor does he see that this is the beginning of an anger,
suspicion, hatred, etc. He believes this cheat and he tells others about the miraculous powers of this fortune-
teller. The crowds of human potatoes in dress grows bigger! The money belt of this fortune-teller does not
grow smaller, but grows and bulges! The fortune-teller herself is amazed that these people are so very gullible
and she blows into her fist and laughs up her sleeve!




